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INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 

The present amendment replies to a Non-Final Office Action dated October 2, 2002. 
Claims 1-23 are currently pending in the present application. 

In the Non-Final Office Action, Examiner Nguyen asserted the following rejections 
of pending claims 1-23: 

A. Claims 1-5 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(a) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No., 5,724,062 to Hunter 

B. Claims 6-8 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No., 5,724,062 to Hunter in view of U.S. Patent No. 
5,783,909 to Hochstein 

C. Claims 9-23 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No., 5,724,062 to Hunter in view of U.S. Patent No. 
5,783,909 to Hochstein in further view of U.S. Patent No. 6,448,95 1 to 
Sakaguchi et al. 

As set forth in the REMARKS sections, the Applicant respectfully traverses the 
rejection of claims 9-23 as being unpatentable over Hunter in view of Hochstein and in 
further view of Sakaguchi, and respectfully requests reconsideration and further examination 
of the present application under 37 CFR § 1.112. 



